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Vo the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Sir,—You will confer a favar, by giving 
your upinion on the following passages.— 
flebrews, chap. vi. 4, 5, G, verses. Also, 
Matt. chap. xii. 40th verse. In the last 
passage I have quoted, Christ distinetly 
states, that As Jonas was three days and 
thiee nights in the belly of the fish, so shall 
the Son of man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth.” 

As faras I can collect, Christ died at 3 
o'clock, on Friday, afternoon—{ Mat. xxvii. 
40. John xix. 31,) and rose before day- 
light on Sunday morning. (John xx. 1.)— 
Now, according to those commentators who 
take parts for the whole, the passage is not 
Here is certainly a part of three 


explained : 
ven a part of three 


days, but where is 
nights ? 
An Uninformed Enqucrer. 
ANSWER. 

febrews, chap. vi. 4, 5, 6. verses.— lor 
itis impossible for these, who were once 
enlightened, and have tasted of the heaven- 
ly giit, and were made partakers of the Ho- 


ly Ghost, and have tasted the good word of 


God, ani the powers of the world to come, 
if they should fall away, to renew them a- 
gain to repentance ; seeing they crucily to 
themselves the Son of God alresh, and put 
him to an open shame. 

This, with many other similar passages, 


has caused mach perplexity in the minds | 
shame, 


of many serious people : but, I conceive, 


that every difficulty on that head will van-: te 
, m f 4. 1c 


ish, when the expressions are fairly under- 


stood. Inthe x. chap. 26. we find this’ 
expression: “for if we sin wiltully after 
we have received the knowledge of the 


truth, posi remaineth no more sacrifice for 
sin.” = Certainly, if we wiltully sin in re- 
jecting C aia, who is the truth, there is no 


fn this situation, what sacrifice for sin. is 
left? Christ being rejected, there remains 
no sacrifice for sin, because he is the only 
sacrifice. 

‘Lhe text does not say, that he who falls 
away never Can nor ever will be renewe ae 
for this would limit the power and purpos 
of God; but this is the Aposile’s idea in 
this case, that repentance for sin is impos- 
sible while Christ and his doctrine are wil- 
fully rejected: i.e the wiltul rejection of 
the doctrine of Christ, and repentance for 
siy cannot be exercised in the same heart at 
the same time. Now if we fall away from 
the doctrines or first principles of christian- 
ity, we must, for the time being, have a 
certain fearful looking tor of judgment, &c. 
must experience the horror of conscience, 

jand be convinced that since we have rejec- 
| ted Christ, that there is no other sacrifice 
| for sin remaining. This rejection is to cru- 
citv the Son of God afresh, and put him to 
an open shame. 


1€ 


To sum up the whole—1. Men mav 
have such a knowledge of the truth as wiil 
amount to their being enlichiened, tasting 
of the heavenly gilt, &c. wand yet fall away, 
and reject the fundamental doctrines of the 


gosoel. 

2. While they continue to reject these 
. doctrines, it is impossible to renew them to 
repentance. 

3 Christ is crucified and put to an open 

by thus falling away, or sinning 

wilfully. 
power and purpose of God (1, 
in any case, this falling away rendered re- 
pentance endlessly impossible.) would be 
so limited, that that, which God hath put 
posed himself couid never be accomplished; 
viz. that in the dispensation of the fuiness 
of times, he might eather together in one, 


other sacrifice for sins; and if he be re jeet- | all things in Christ. 


ed, there is no sacrifice for sin remaining. 
Now the knowledge of the truth, in this 
text, answers to once being enlightened, | 
having tasted the heavenly gift, having been 
a partaker of the Holy Ghost, &c. as men- 
tioned in the first 
Means a2 renouncing 


passage, 


the fundamen 


REMARKS. 

It is extremely necessary to compare the 
different passages of sex ipture together, in 
lorder to have an idea of its general import 





and consistency: vet, I frankly declare, 


Falling away |that there is not an individual pang in 
al doe. ithe bible, 


W hich, tw! in roan ind " ine 


irines of Christ, w ho was sacrificed for us. l tim: ites, that anv sinner, of whaiever char- 
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acter or description, is an exception irom 
the power and purpose of God 3 by which, 
in the first place, he is to become a willing 
subject, and eventually to be put in the 
possession of that bliss designed for him. 

This passage affords no manner of doult 5 
for who will say that this is a case impossi- 
ble with God, or that God never can renew 
such a person to repentance f Now if God 
has sworn by himself that to him every 
knee shal! bow, and every tongue shall 
sware; and these shall say, surely in the 
Lord have I rightesusness and strength ; 
who con doubt the final salvation of those 
who have fallen away, and whose repent- 
ance is impossible while they continue to 
reject the gospel ? The Jews are a notable 
instance of this truth 5 it is impossible to 
renew them to repentance while they con 
tinue to reject the Lord of glory; and yet 
we are assured that all Israel will be sa- 
ved. 

The words of the passage are a solemn 
warning against falling away from the faith 
of the gospel, and clearly point to the faith 
in Christ, as having a reward of bliss, and 
to a degenerate state of falling from the faith 


in Christ, as a state of unspeakable wretch- 


edness and misery. Epiror. 





Answer to an Uninformed Enquirer on 
Matt. xii. 40—For as Jonas was three 
days and three nights in the whale’s 
belly ; so shall the Son of man be threc 
days and three nights in the heart of 
the earth. 


Our Uninformed Enquirer seems willing , 


to grant, that parts are taken for the whole, 
and that Christ was under the power of 
death a part of three days, but only two 
nights, Friday and Saturday nights. 


tintin 


xxvii. 1,2. When the morning was come 
all the chief-priests and elders of the peo. 
ple took counsel against Jesus to put him 
to death. And when they had bound him, 
they led him away and delivered him 4, 
Pontius Pilate. The Sanhedrim had con- 
demned him befure this, i. e. before the 
morning of Friday had come. (See Matt, 
xxvi. 66.) What think ye? and they an. 
swered and said, he is guilty of death. S¢¢ 
Mark xiv. 64. And they all condemned 
him to be guilty of death. Luke and Johy 
are as full to this purpose 2s Matthew and 
Mark, though not so explicit. It is evider: 
from all the evangelists, that Jesus was con. 
demned by the Sauhedrim on Thursday 
night,betor the dawn of Friday morning,and 
as soon «s it was day, they led him to Pilate 
to confirm their sentence, because the Ro. 
menus had taken fromthe Jews the power of 
pulling any man to death. 

Now I argue in this manner. The Jews 
began and ended their day at sun set ; thus 
the night before the day, pertained to the 
day, which followed it ; hence what we 
call Thursday night, was (with them) Fri. 
day night. This being admitted, we pro- 
ceed to state, that it is a mode of expression 
frequent in use in the scriptures, to account 
men to be dead, who have forfeited their 
lives, and especially wlien sentence of death 
?s passed upon them. "They are consider- 
ed as dead. Sanl’s family were all consid- 
ered as dead men when David came to the 
throne. 2 Sam. xix. 28. For all my fath- 
ev’s house were but dead men before my 
lid the king, (said Mephibosheth, Saul’s 
sen.) Sol Sam. xxiv. 14. After whem 
is the king of Isracl eome out ? after whom 
| dost thon pursue ? after a dead dog? at- 
jtera flea? This was David’s expression 





It would be surprising to this Uninform-| of himself while Saul was seeking his lite. 


ed Enquirer, if I should declare and prove, 
that Christ was considered as being dead 
more than three days and nights. Christ 
is said (Rev xiii 8.) to be the lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world. Here 
are more than three days and three nights, 
which passed while the Lamb (Christ) was 
slain; but this, I acknowledge, was only 
inthe divine purpose, bot will prove that 
such declaration may arise from the pur- 
pose and determination of men. We come 
now to transactions concerning Christ’s 
death, and the time of his continuance un- 
der its power 

Christ was apprehended, conveyed to the 
Sanhedrim, and adjudged worthy of death, 
and treated as a condemned malefactor on 


Iie considered himself as a dead man: I 
shall one day perish by the hand of Saul. 
This form of expres-ion is used in our 
dav; aman, who is condemned to death 
and is waiting for its approach, considers 
‘himself, and is considered by others, to be 
a dead man. We know that the express- 
ion is not strictly true, that David or Saul’s 
family were really dead men ; if they had 
been, how could they have told of ity but 
yet the expression is not calculated to de- 
ceive, but conveys the strongest idea of 
their distressed situation and of their liabil- 
ity to death itself. Judas as really consid- 
ered Jesus to be a dead man, when sent- 
ence was passed upon him, as though he 
had seen him actually dead; otherwise 





Thursday night, before day light. Matt. | how could he say, 1 have betrayed the in- 
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nocent blood? What idea could he have 
of the blood of Jesus, but the death of Je- 
sus? Thus Christ was considered to be 
dead, both by friends and foes, from the 
time of his condemnation by the Sanhe- 
drim. 

One idea more and we will proceed to 
the calculation, viz. a man is dead to us, 
whom we believe to be dead, and till such 





a time as we find our mistake and know! 
Thus Joseph was dead | 


him to be alive. 
to Jacob his father for 20 years, and was 


not alive in his father’s view, till he saw’ 


the waggons and presents, which Joseph 
sent; then he said, Joseph my son is yet 
alive, I will go and see him before I die. 
So Christ was dead to all his friends, till it 
was proved that he was alive, that he had 
risen from the dead. 
them was on the third day ; to Thomas 


not till the eleventh day ; but he actually. 


arose on the third day. 

Calculation according to our time. Christ 
was condemned on Thursday night, pro- 
babiy about 3 o'clock in the morning. 


Thursday night 1st night. 


Friday Ist day. 
Friday night 2d night 
Saturday 2d day. 
Saturday night 3d night. 


Sunday, when his resurrection ” 
was proved, aye 

Calculation according to Jewish time. 
Christ was condemned on Saturday 
night, probably about 3 o’clock in the 
morning. 

Saturday night 


sax 
Sela 


Ist night. 


Saturday ist day. 
Sabbath night 2d night. 
Sabbathday 2d day. 


Fist day night 3d night. 
First day, when his resurrection ¢ . , day. 
was proved, S 
Now I see no more cause of cavil in the 
expression, “three days and three nights,” 
than I do in the expression, * heart of the 
earth ;” for the body of Christ was not 
even put into the earth at all; but who 
will harbor a doubt of the meaning of that 
mode of expression? The truth of the 
case is, Jesus was put to death, he was 
entombed, and was justly considered under 
the power of death, @ part, and the great- 
er part, of three days and three nigits. 
Thus, according to our present under- 
standing of words, and the usage of this ex- 
pression “ dead,” in both the old and new 
testaments, and taking parts for the whole, 
as is customary, likewise, in the scriptures, 


This to the most of| 


DVU ; 


( 





—_— 


we are bold in the assertion, that Christ 

spake the truth, when he said, that “ as Je 

nas was three days and three nights in the 

whale’s beily, so shall the Son of man be 

three days and three nights in the heart of 

the earth.” Epiror. — 
TO MR. BOARDMAN. 

You have now given a specimen of your 
real character, and it comports with what 
was generally entertained asa man. If the 
| artillery, which you say I levelled against 
you, be smutty, it is easy to account for it, 
because it is a piece of artillery which | took 
from yourself. ‘The reason of my ever ta- 
King any notice of Mr Boardman, (for you 
are not considered a champion) was a 
sermon you preached at Ransum’s Grove, 
some time in the summer of 1823, in which 
you made the most unprovoked attack up- 
on all the Universal preachers ; stating 
jthat they knew their doctrine was false, 
when they preached it; that God would 
condemn sinners to the fire of hell to all e- 
teruity, lock them in and hang up the key 
to rust. 

This is truly what you ought to have de- 
nominated smut. You say I singled you 
out. Why did Ido this ? because you at- 
tacked tue whole body of Universal prea- 
;chers, and said they lied and meant to lie, 
when they preached that doctrine. 

This can be proved by a crowd of wit- 
nesses, some of whom left the house from 
disgust. You say further, “ notwithstand- 
ing 1 have never meationed his name, or 
the name of any of the order in public 
preaching.” What value can any man of 
sense put upon such a twitch as this Pp— 
What if’ you had not called me expressly 
by name, did you not charge all Universal 
preachers with lying, and meaning to lie, 
when they preached that doctrine? An 
innocent man this, to be sure, and greatly 
to be pitied for being singled out, when he 
had called no names! You say, “ I tried 
to render you as odious to the people as I 
possibly could in the eyes of the public.” — 
The greatest odiousness, which attaches to 
Mr. Boardman, is the rehearsal of his own 
folly ; and this is the thing of which you 
complain. If I had not published your 
folly, you would have supposed yourself a 
champion, in abusing the good sense of that 
little assembly as you did ; but by publish- 
ing it you fear that you shall appear odious. 
Your fear, I tell you, is well grounded. 

You say again, “notwithstanding all this, 
I did design to treat it in the same manner 
as he treats truth and common sense—pass 
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‘ing their approbation of the course you 





it at . preat distance and pay no atte ntron 
to it.’ Very well, fyiend Boardman, if I 
pass by truth ata great distance ge nerally, 
yell I abide by the truth in pu blisting your 
folly, and you dare vot deny it. & tind 
from a shoit conversation “4 h you at my | 
house, and from your appeal to the people, 
published beth in the Patriot and Advo-| 
cate, that you are not a decent mau 1) | 
point of evod manners: and this is the o- 
pinion of many on the Creek where [ live, 
some of whom have threatened you with 
the horse-whip, for what they termed your | 
ill manners. | 

* But lest I shorld seem right in my own | 
cause, ? you say “ } have coe ‘luded to ac- 
cept the chalienge.” Have I challenged 
you toa public argument? No su th thing 
was .ntended, because mv practice is to 
challenge no man. My expression te which 

rot allude, is,“ that we are willing to meet 
you orany of your adherents, on the above 
toviine 3” i.e. “ on the footing of a fair in- 
vestigation.’ 





Now your whole appeal to the peo let 1s 
a husrepresentaiion, and as yeur conver- 
sation atmy house convinces me that trath 
will have no influerce on yor s mind; Lcon- 
sider you to bea man not capable of can- 
dor im yourself, ner compete nf to judge oft 


itn thers: Th: re fore | shall not meet 
youin that way. Yet, if you think that 
this « Ss itty h Vv ih be ber: fitte d by any 





thing you can say on the difference between 
us, bom willing that the eclumns of the | 
Advocate should be at your service, and | 
will »gree that you shail be treated with 
good manners. 

in conebustioy 1, I lave only to say, that 
yout conduet has been sue} 2, in my opinion, 
as to render you, as an in lividual, unwor- 
thy the notice of any professor of christian- 
ity 3 but lest your vanity should lead you 
to -sppose that we dare not meet vou in 
public debate, this is to inform you, that ii 
your biethren in the faith will publicly 
countenance your proceedings, by express- 








have or may pursue, and you or any of 
your brethren feel disposed to discuss the 
subject of difference between us, you can 
be gratified at any convenient time or place, 
provided, that previously such regulations 
sed into as shall prevent any abuse, 
whieh, from your past conduct, we have 
reason to expect. Fiprror. 





The Bible is a brief recital of all that is — 
pest. and a certain prediction of all that is 
to come. 


a” 6 GOSPEL ABVOCATI 


FROM THE GOSYEL 1iSRALD. 
C&LVINIZM CHIMALIETD 
Or, Calormistic principl a of Jusiicve.a 
altributed to Gad. for the foundation ni 
His Corenant with Cha ist, relative th 
the lonement for sin, and man’s re. 
fein pon from ii, cvaitined, and proved 
to be just. 
Reason and commen sense teach, that. in 
all disquisitions, we must consider things as 
{ ey our inferences, aud 


they are, and draw 
deduce all our conclastons, from facts, and 
not trom CON}CE ture. Att conclusions de. 
rived from a= different seuree, are strictly 
utopian or chimerieal. Theology is a sei. 
ence. It has rule e beeanse it ts founded 
on, or consists of, achnowledged principles 
the underst: nding of which is indispe NSie 
ble to any progress in judging, or arriving 
at any thing which the mind can receive 
with approbation, or rest upon with cer. 
ainty. 

In Arithmetic, there are roles to prov: 
the exercises of the student. His confidence 
grows out of his experience, arising from 
the conviction that his proofs are a_ suffi. 
cient evidence of the perfection of the sci- 
ence, and his knowledge of it. ‘The Scrip- 
tures ought to be to the Theologist, what a 
correct system of Arithmetic is to an Arith- 
metician. Geometry, is ** the quantity, ex- 
tension, or magnitude, abstractly consider- 
cd.” But, stric tly speading, all useful em- 


_ployments, studies, and pursuits, have refa- 


fions Which exist, and which may be con- 
sidered as keys to knowledge. ‘Therefore, 
Arithmetic is applied in Geometical inves- 
fivalions. 

Lhe first principles of the science of A- 
rithmetic, are simple to the extreme. The 
most extensive use of the science, when all 
its rules and tables are compounded, is noth- 
ing more than a simultaneous application 
of its most simple principles. Wis precise- 
ly the same in Theology. The pertfections 
or attributes of God, considered simply, as 


| power, wisdom, and goodness, abstractly 


from all the relations which metaphysical 
disquisitions have compounded them with, 
are easily understood, and properly estima- 
ted. Ifthe first simple principles are ad- 
hered to, however compounded they may 
be in their applicationi n all the proper re- 
lations which can be considered, power will 
still be power—wisdom will remain wisdom 
—and goodness continue to be goodness. 
The quantity, extension, or magnitude, 
will not affect the quality of the principles 5 
any more than the principles of the science 
of Arithmetic are altered and changed, by 














> mene - 


their application to geo: netrical, or other i in- 
guirnes and pul pe SCS. 
' ‘Phe time will come, when man, no lon- 
eer blinded by absurdity, and crazed with 
contradiction, vill see the tight of truth the 
harmony of al} God’s attributes and per- 
fections ; and ery, How beautiful, how 
ample ww Truth! How transcendent the 
Character of GOD! Briiliant with truth— 
radiant with light—resplendent with glory 

We are twiy awave that speculations on 
theology wre considered by many bonest 
wellemeaning men, as unprofit: ible, if not 
criniual. We are disposed to favor this 
conclusion, so far as to agree with the senti 
ment, which awards unprofitableness to all 
disquisitions which have for their basis the 
crooked couclusions which are the constant 
fruit of a bigoted preference for ill-gotten 
opinions ; and an obstinate predilection for 
the principles of sects and creeds, which 
ure admitted from the sanction whieh pre- 
Judice inWariably gives to party views, 
which are prostituted to party purposes.— 
Therefore, our object is to inquire into the 
validity of the claims, and to examine the 
evidence of those, whose asseverations go 
to involve the interests and destinies of 
mytiads of intelligent and susceptible be- 
ings, in a fatality pregnant with unuttera- 
ble horror. 

fn pursuing this momentous inquiry, it 
shall be our consiant endeavor to avoid 
that assem tion, which savours of the traly 
contempttste begging of premises, which is 
honest professors 5 and to 
ivy to those whose opinions are 


a dis "Tac tio 


gCurtec s yohits 


the result of error and conje cture. which 
require a ippore as tmsound and illusory, 
as they ere unreascnable and unseriptaral, 


Hovis x noend in view but truth, we are 
willing to sete a pr liminary which shall 
disqualify our huinblest pretensions, if we 
resort to the alternative f building an hy- 
pothesis upon the foundation of human o- 
pinions, and attempt to strengthen the 
structure by the addition of props, borrow- 
ed from the creeds of men, and the decis- 
ions of ecclesiastical councils. Human o- 
pinions only go to show the sentiments of 
those who declare them. They may be 
right; and they may be wrong. ‘The as- 
severations of any party, that his or their 
doctrines are consistent with God’s revela- 
tion, do not make them so. Every man 
must decide for himself; and be as ready 
ty inquire into the justness of his netgh- 
bor’s views, as to assert that of his own. 
Ignorance and bigotry are always com- 
panions, Superstition and cowardice, or 
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fear, which is the infallible evidence of the 
error and consequent condemnation of the 
party, can never be separated. No man 
can give so great and unequivocal evidence 
of his love of truth, and sincere desire to 
acquire and possess it, as he who is ready 
and willing at all times, and on all occa- 
sions, to submit his principles to the test of 
scripture and reason, and prove his pro- 


fessions to be honest, by his zeal and soli-’ 


citude to essay them. 
vx’ . 
( To be continued.) 





From the Christian Intelligencer. 
FATALIVY AND CALVINISM. 
Mr. Epiror—In a former communica- 

tion, we observed, that Fatality and Cal- 
Vinism were synonymous terms. This 
proposition may seeny to require some ex- 
planation, as to the sense which we attach 
to the term, by which the latter system is 
designated. 

By Calvinism, then, we understand, such 
doctrines as are peculiar to this system, and 
which distinguish it from all other systems 
maintained by professed christians. We 
do not cens'der the doctrines of the Trinis 
ty, Atonement, &c. as forming part of the 
system of Calvin, any more than that of 
Arminius. For Calvinism, as we shall at- 
temp to prove, in the course of the present 
discussion, involves consequences whicle 
contradict at least one of those doctrines.— 
When we say that Fatality and Calvinism 
are synonymous, we mean, that as far as 


‘the former system goes, it is in perfect har- 


mony with the latter. Calvinism indeed, 
may teach many doctrines upon which Fa- 
tality is silent. Calvinism may be reduced 
tu several propositions—F atality, to one on- 
Jy ; but in the many propositions laid down 
by Calvinism, no one can be found which 
contradicts the simple one to which Fatal- 
ity is reduced 3 or it would follow that Cal- 
vinism is at variance with itself. 


After the foregoing explanation, and be-' 


fore we enter upon the discussion of the 
subject, it may be proper to inquire, 1. 
What does Calvinism teach ? 2dly, What 
does the Fatalist maintain? With regard 
to the first of these inquiries, Calvin teach- 
es in his institutes, L. de Predest. L. 1. 
Inst.c.18 Num. 1. L. 3... 23.0 8. “That 
God is the author of all sin.” The same 
dectrine is adopted by the compiler of the 
Westminster Confession, a standard author- 
ity among Calvinists, which expressly as- 
serts that “God hath, for his own glory un- 
changeably foreordained whatsoever comes 
to pass in time.” Now if God has fore 
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ordained whatsoever comes to pass, he 
must have foreordained, and therefore ne- 
cessitated, the commission of every crime 
that has been perpetrated from the creation 
of the world to the present period, and 
which witl be hereafter committed as long 
as time shall endure. God, according to 
this system, must have been the author of 
all the murders, treasons, thefts, impurities, 
falsehoods, Dlasphemies, &c. &c. that have 
ever been committed and of an infinitely 
greater number of crimes than the foulest 
assassin, the most guilty malefactor, or the 
Most unrelenting despot. For to foreor- 
dain or to ordain is to necessitate as far as 
the party that ordains is able to accomplish 
his decrees. But the power of God is infinite 
and unbounded; therefore whatever he 
wills, or whatever he necessitates, he must 
carry into effect. No obstacle can impede, 
no difficulty can frustrate, the accomplish- 
ments of his designs. God necessitates the 
commission of sin, according to the decla- 
ration of the Westminister Confession.— 
His power must be consequently exerted in 
producing it, and as every one must of ne- 
cessity be the author of what he produces, 
so God, by producing sin, must be the au- 
thor of sin. Thus a perfect harmony ex- 
-ists between the declaration of this celebra- 
ted Confession of faith, and the doctrines 
taught and zealously maintained by the re- 
former of Geneya. The one declares that 
God is, the other the manner in which he 
7s, the author of sin. 

Our next inquiry is, What does the fa- 
talist maintain? We shall not, we trust, 
be accused of misrepresenting his opinions, 
if we assert that, the leading feature of this 
system is, that every event which occurs in 
the world, is produced by a fixed and fatal 
decree ; and asthe Fatalist is not an Athe- 
ist, he must admit that this decree is divine. 
The resemblance existing between this, and 
the distinguishing tenet of Calvinism, which 
has already been considered, is too evident 
to be for a moment called in question.— 
Thus both systems unite in maintaining, 
that mankind are laid under a_ necessity, 
which they cannot resist, of committing 
sin, and so far, they may be truly said, to 
be synonymous terms. 

The second and third propositions laid 
down by us, in our former communication, 
tollow as necessary consequences from the 
establishment of the one which has formed 
the subject of the foregoing remarks. For 
if both Calvinism and Fatality unite in 
maintaining the same doctrines, it neces- 


fects resulting from bringing the one to the 
test of actual experiment, must also follow 
from a similar application of the other.— 
Our remarks, therefore, upon the former 
system, as well as objections to it, may be 
justly considered, as applicable to the latter, 
The evils which have followed, or which 
may at future times follow, from the adop- 
tion of the one, are, and will continue to be, 
justly chargeable to the other. The effect- 
ing incident related in our former commu- 
nication, owed its occurrence as much to 
Calvinism as to Fatality. Whatever one 
teaches, respecting this, as well as ever 
other crime, the other confirms. If the 
tendency of the one is immoral, the same 
remark will apply to that of the other. 





INVESTIGATOR, 
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On the idea of safety, in believing the 
doctrine of eternal misery. 

T have heard many people s@y, concern. 
the doctrine of Universalism, that if there 
be only one chance to ten thousand that it 
is false, we had better believe it false, and 
then we shall run no risk. I have not been 
much surprised to hear weak and ignorant 
people talk in this way 5 but why a clergy- 
man should make such an €x. ressivon can- 
not always be accounted for upon the sup- 
position of ignorance. Let us examine this 
Here is a man that sees ten thousand chan- 
ces that the doctrine of eternal misery is 
false, and but one that itis true. The pro- 
bahility and evidence are both against this 
doctrine in the ratio of ten thousand to one, 
Now he parleys with himself. [fad I not 
hetter believe this doctrine, improbable as 
it is ? Shall I not be more safe? He con- 
cludes he had_ better believe it; he goes to 
work at it, and at last comes forth a believ- 
er. Now supposing it to be true, that a be- 
lief of the doctrine of eternal misery will 
save a man in a future state, this man will 
not be saved by it. For Task, How is it 
possible for any man to believe a doctrine, 
when he sees ten thousand chances that it 
is false, to one that it is true ? This is no 
more possible than it would be for a man to 
believe all the evidence of the truth, and not 
believe the truth itself. 

But it is thought that if a man believes 
the doctrine of eternal misery, he will run 
no risk; he is safe.—This would be true, 
if men are to be saved for believing thai 
doctrine. But is our salvation suspended 
upon such a condition? Are we in any 
part of the Bible, informed that a man will 





sarily follows that the good or the evil ef- 


be damned by believing “ God will have 

















all men to be saved, and come to the know!- 
edge of the truth ’” Or, that he will be 
saved by believing that a part of the hu- 
man race will be eternally miserable? We 
are not. God told Abraham, that “ all the 
nations of the earth shall be blessed.” We 
are informed Abraham believed God.— 
Well, what was the consequence? It was 
counted unto him for righteousness. It did 
not endanger him in the eternal state. Ac- 
cording to this idea,viz. that believing the 
doctrine of endless misery saves a man, if 
you can persuade all men to believe that 
some will certainly be damned, they will 
all certainly be saved. And Paul must 
have been wrong in saying that God sent 
men strong delusion that they might believe 
a lie; that they all might be damned who 
believe not the truth; for if all men are 
saved, upon what are called God’s condi- 
tions, it must be by believing a lie. All 
men could not be saved by believing this 
truth ; for this is, that some will be eterna!- 
ly miserable. 

It is well known that this argument, (if 
{ do not abuse the word) is in the mouths 
of all denominations of christians. It is 
impossible for me to see how they are con- 
sistent with themselves. Some _ believe in 
the doctrine of election and reprobation ; 
that all those who shall ever believe in 
Christ were chosen from the beginning ; 
but all the rest reprobated, by an irreversi- 
ble appointment, to eternal death. Now I 
ask in the name of common sense, why 
such people talk as they do? What if on: 
of the elect were te believe that Jesus Christ 
would finally save all men, could this en- 
danger his safety ? Or could it benefit one 
of the non-elect to disbelieve that doctrine ¢ 

Arminians generally contend that a man 
ts to be saved by his good works. They 
say faith will not save a man without works. 
How then can it be more safe to believe the 
doctrine of endless misery 2? If a bad man 
believes it, will itsave him? No3 he will 
be damned for his wicked works. If a 
vood man believes it, will it save him P— 
No; he witl be saved for his gocd works. 
Why then is it more safe to believe this 
coctrine? ‘To all appearance people are 
no better for believing it. ‘They always 
ave other motives to induce them to be 
Virtuous. Hlow strangely have the minds 
of Christians run upon this subject ? They 
have sat down under faith in God's eternal 
wrath as a comfortable shelter. God, they 
think, will punish them forever, unless they 
believe he will punish others so. But we 





can see nothing reasonable in such thoughts. 
Bnts. | 
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But after all, some one inquires, what 
hurt it will have done him at the day of 
judgment, that he has believed the doctrine 
of eternal misery, should Universalism at 
last prove to be true? He thinks he shall 
be just as well off. To which I answer, 
that if he should have had no benevolent 
feelings, no family which he loved, no love 
for mankind, no sympathy, in a word, no 
philanthropy ; if, I say, he shall have none 
of these principles within him, it may not 
have done him any injury to have believed 
this doctrine, provided also that he believ- 
ed in this misery for some other person.— 
But if he now loves his neighbor as he does 
himself, and will inquire whether it would 
not give him a consolation he has never 
yet felt, could he believe that all mankind 
will be finally saved from sin and death, 
he will at once see what, at last, he shall 
have lost by believing the doctrine of eter- 
nal misery. Although he may not have 
lost his eternal happiness, he will have lost 
a joy unspeakable and full of glory. 

U. Mag. 





Death of friends.—Let the rememb- 
rance of the friends whom we have lost, 
strengthen our afiections to those that re- 
main. The narrower the circle becomes of 
those we love, let us draw the closer togeth- 
er. Letthe heart that has been softened 
by sorrow, melt into gentleness and kind- 
nes—make liberal allowance for the weak- 
ness of others, and divest yourself of the 
little prejudices that you may have for- 
merly prepossessed against them. The 
greater havec that death has made among 
our friends on earth, let us cultivate con- 
nexion more with God and heayen, aud 
virtue. Let those noble views which 
man’s impartial character affords, fill and 
exalt our minds, Passengers only through 
this sublunary region, let our thoughts of- 
ten ascend to that divine country, which we 
are taught to consider as the native seat of 
the soul. There we form connexions that 
are never bioken. ‘There we meet with 
friends that shall never die. Among celes 
tial things there is firm and lasting coustan 
cy, while all that is cn earth changes and 
parses away. Such are sonre’ of the fruits 
we should reap from the tender feelings ex- 
cited by the death of friends. 





Infidels.—Cicero hath correctly observed 
that no kind of men are more afraid of God 
than such as pretend not to believe his be- 
ing. ‘These are the men who above all o- 
thers are most liable to be effected with 
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especially inthe 


time of sickness, and the approach of 


seath. 


NEW CHURCH. 


The corner stone of the Universaljst /~ 
Chorch in the village of Parma, was laid on | 7), 


the 27th of May last, with appropriate so-| 
demnities. Prayer by the Rev. Me. Barns’; 


Oration by the Rev..John S. Thompson ; 
Bulogy @n Masonty and Benediction, by 

the Rev. La Kapp. 
.. ‘Die house is 50 feet by 45 ; has an ele- 
nt steeple, and stands in the very centre 
ofthe village. “This is the first house erec- 
ted for wership, on the Great Ridge Road, 
dreseoand Niagara rivers, a 

alistance of 75. miles. 
‘The corner stone.contains the following 
inscription. To THe ONE ONLY GOD, 


Sole Proprietor of the Universe this edifice | 


js erected for his worship by the First Uni- 
versalist Society of Parma, Monroe Co, 
N. ¥. ‘The society would hereby inform 
postetity Uiat they are believers in the cov- 
enant which God made to Abraham, that 
in his seed, which is Christ, all the kindreds 
of the, earth shall be blessed ; and that in 
theweaccution of this covenant, Jesus, the 


‘Mediator, will restore all fallen intelligences 


toeternal purity and happiness ; so that 
peace-and bliss will universally pervade the 
vast empire of intellectual nature, 





Dedication and Installation. —On 15th 
vit a vew and elegant Universalist Church 
was dedicated m the city of Hartford, Con. 
Introductory prayer by Br. John Bisbe, Jr. 
nastor cleet. Dedicatory prayer by Br 
Edward Mitehell. of New-York. . Sermon 
hy Br. Hosea Ballou, of Boston, text Hag- 
eoi U6, 7. Concluding. prayer by Br. D. 
Pickering of Providence. On the follaw- 
img day Br. Bisse was installed pastor of 
the charch. 


—— 


Weak minds always conceive it most: 


shie to adopt the sentimggfs of the multi- 
tude. - ‘Dhey, never verthre to form an 0- 
into upon any subject until the niajority 
urv@ decided. “These decisions, whether 


: on men ‘or. things, they implicitly. follow, 
: Cie : , _ . : ' ta! 
“without ving ihemselyves the trouble o| 


iaquike whe is right, or on which side the 


truth predoninaics, 
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* PHEREAS A GOD. 
‘Thete is a God, all things proclaim, 
"The lwest reptile speaks his namet- 
From Séraph to the measest clod 
All cry aloud—there is a God, 












































The glimmering light at moriing’s daw, 
Phe Sop-that gilds the verdant awa, 
The moon that shines with boffow'd big 





The stars that twitkle in the night, | y 
The pafty-had’d Syoroolhic bow, ~ es 


The storm that scowls with angry. brow. 
The thanders (that the timid scares) 
‘Phe vivid lightuing’s transien: glare, 
The planets, in untix’d abode, 

All testify—there is a God. 


The grass that carpets.o’er the grourtt.; 
The many plauts that spring areand,# 
‘Lhe bhooming flow’rs that scent the ai, 
Delicions fruits the orchards bear, 
Thesturdy oak’s majestic form, 

‘Lhe willow bendicg to the storm, 

The tape’ fir and bending yew, 

With many trees of various hue, , | « 
Submissive to their maker ‘nod,’ ° 

And vindicate th’ -bternal God. 


The dews that fall at evening. hours, 
The clouds that yicld their grateful show’ 
‘Fhe mists that top the neighb’rbe Mill, 
Lhe pure pellucid puting rill, — 

The cataract with hideous roar, 

The placid river’s shelving shore, 

‘The heaving ocean’s fal! and rise, 
(Regardless of the angry skies,) “i 
‘EWP waves that spread their foam abree 
AlMmanifest the living God. 


The mountains with exalted brow, 
The fertile vale that lies be low, 
The beasts that o’er the landscape rove, 


With every tenant of the grove, } 
What insects in recesses brood, , 
The various legions of the flood, | 
W hat. serves to please, what.t6o anno. 
With every blegsing we enjoy, € 
Grateful to sense, or chast’nimg red, 
Elucidates the pow’r of God. 

Shall man possess’d of rpasou, sepse, 
(assume an air of consequences ‘ 
Supinely dwell in seal’d avodes ‘ 
Forgetiul of th’ Eteraah od ¢ P 


—— + a nounte odin 
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Violence shall.no wore be heard in thy | pOnitsuap BEVERY Frip \Y, AT PWO DOLE. 


land, wasting nor destruction Within th. 
Borders: batthon shalt call thy walls Sal- 
% tion, and thy g:teePraicc,  pxvn 
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PER ANNUM, FAY SOLE wage YEAREY [8 
IX ADVANCES —cll. A. SALESBURY, a 
PRIN TEAR. 





